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What’s on in January 
  

Event Date & Time Location 
Pie Nights 
----------------------- 
Rambling Club 
Lunch 
-------------------- 
Evensong 
------------------------ 
New Year Christmas 
Quiz Night 
------------------------ 
Plates 
----------------------- 
Yoga 
------------------------ 
Prayer Group 
------------------ 
Morning Cafe 
------------------- 
Seniors Lunch 
----------------------- 
Fish & Chip Van 
 
--------------------- 
Ladies Club 
-------------------- 
Whist Drive 
----------------- 

Thur’ 3/10/ 17/24/31 Jan 
--------------------------------- 
Sunday 6th 12.45pm 
 
------------------------------- 
Sunday 6th 6pm 
-------------------------------- 
Sunday 6th 7.30pm 
 
------------------------------ 
Tue 8/15/22/29 9.30am 
----------------------------- 
Every Wednesday 5.45pm 
-------------------------------- 
Every Thursday 9.15-45am 
------------------------- 
Every Thursday 10-12 
------------------------------- 
Every Weds 12-2.30pm 
-------------------------------- 
Every Weds Approx 
8.15pm 
------------------------------ 
Thursday 17th 2.30pm 
------------------------------- 
Thu 3/17/31   7.30pm 
----------------------------------- 
 

Royal Oak 
---------------------- 
The Globe 
 
---------------------- 
Church 
------------------------- 
Royal Oak Pub 
 
------------------------- 
Village Hall 
------------------------- 
Village Hall 
------------------------ 
1 Brickstock 
------------------------ 
Village Hall 
----------------------- 
Royal Oak 
----------------------- 
Various  
 
----------------------- 
Village Hall 
----------------------- 
Village Hall 
----------------------- 
 

  

 

 
 

The Chronicle Page 3 

 
 



TRAFFIC CALMING IN ASTON ABBOTTS? 

 

Are you concerned about the 

increase in both volume and 

speed of the traffic passing 

through our village? 

Would you like to see some 

form of traffic calming 

implemented where you live? 

Please come to a village 

meeting 

Monday 4th February at 

7.30pm in the Village Hall 

The Parish Council are very 

concerned about safety on our 

roads. We would like to hear 

what you think, tell you how 

we may be able to help, and 

hopefully enlist your support 

to tackle this growing 

problem, which is affecting us 

all. 

Wine and nibbles will be 

available 

Please come to put your point 

of view and to support your 

community 
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Royal Oak Sunday 6th January 7.30 

 

Full Cash Prize & free draw for that 

Dinner for 2.  

Plus more prizes given away. 

Come join the fun & Frolics 

Food Available 
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PRESS RELEASE ON 

BEHALF OF AYLESBURY 

VALE, CHILTERN, SOUTH 

BUCKS & WYCOMBE 

DISTRICT COUNCILS 
Statement from the four Bucks 

district councils regarding the new 

unitary authority for 

Buckinghamshire Local 

government in Buckinghamshire is 

facing the biggest change in a 

generation as the five existing 

councils – Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern, 

South Bucks and Wycombe district 

councils and Bucks County Council 

– prepare to be abolished in 2020 

and replaced with a brand new 

‘unitary district’ council. 

This means just one council 

providing all council services in 

Bucks. This is a golden opportunity 

to transform all service provision 

in Bucks and we’re encouraged 

that the Minister for Local 

Government has reaffirmed that 

the new council will not be a 

continuation of any existing 

authority, but a completely new 

start. 

We are all keen to play our part in 

ensuring that this new council 

delivers excellent services and 

improved outcomes to the 

communities we serve. 

The legal orders have to be laid 

before Parliament in the New Year 

to create the new authority and 

before this happens there are 

several details to be decided upon. 

We are keen to decide these by 

consensus and are engaging 

constructively with government 

politicians, senior civil servants 

and the county council. However, 

if we are unable to agree then the 

Secretary of State will make the 

final decision. 

The formation of the new council 

will be overseen by an interim 

executive board. We strongly 

believe that each of the five 

councils must have equal 

representation on this, and that 

the leader should be appointed 

democratically by locally elected 

representatives and not imposed 

by government. 

Buckinghamshire is a large, rural 

county that covers more than 700 
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square miles and we are 

determined to ensure there are 

sufficient councillors to fully 

represent our residents. 

Currently there are 49 county 

wards containing 169 parishes. 

The Secretary of State invited us 

to consider whether to appoint 

two or three councillors per ward 

and in our opinion, to deliver 

proper local democracy, each 

ward will initially need three 

councillors. This would make a 

council of 147 seats. 

Whilst a large council, this is a 

significant reduction from the 

current 236 on the county and 

district councils. However, we will 

be recommending a boundary 

review during the first term of the 

new council which will determine 

the optimum number of 

councillors to serve our residents. 

We believe that the foundations 

we lay now must be robust 

enough to support 

Buckinghamshire not only now but 

also for the long-term future, 

taking account of the enormous 

changes that are being planned for 

our county. Our main priority 

through this transition is to ensure 

there is continuity of the services 

we deliver to our residents and 

communities. 
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The Astonians – astonpete 

Brocklebank-Fowler scores a strike 

I don’t know why I think it’s my 

business to keep the village up to 

date on anyone else’s private 

business. It must be my sense of 

duty. 

  

Malcolm Brocklebank-Fowler’s 

wife asks him to go to the shop to 

get some milk.  So he walks to the 

Wingrave store only to find it 

closed. So on his way back he calls 

into the Oak. Ordering a pint at 

the bar he sees a beautiful woman 

and starts talking to her. They 

have a couple of beers and one 

thing leads to another and they 

end up at her cottage in 

Mentmore. 

  

After they’ve had, what can only 

be their fun, he realises its 11pm. 
and says, “Oh no, it’s so late, my 

wife’s going to kill me. Have you 

got any talcum powder?”  

  

Confused she gives him some 

talcum powder which he rubs on 

his hands and then he goes home. 

  

Malcome’s wife is waiting for him 

in the doorway and, after the 

relief at seeing him, she is pretty 

pissed off. “Where the hell have 

you been?!” 

  

“Well, honey, it’s like this. I went 

to the shop but they were closed. 

So I went to the pub to see if I 

could get some milk from there. I 

saw this great looking girl there 

and we had a few drinks and one 

thing led to another and I ended 

up in bed with her.” 

  

“Oh yeah right”, she replied? “Let 

me see your hands!”  

She sees his hands are covered 

with powder and… 

“You damn liar!! You went bowling 

again!” 
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Aston Abbotts Village Hall news – January 2019  

Twin that Toilet – coffee morning 

Saturday 2 February 10am-12pm 

We have a lovely toilet now, but 

2.3 billion people don’t have 

access to one at all. Come to our 

coffee morning on Saturday 2 

February and help us raise a 

minimum of £60 for the charity 

Toilet Twinning. We’ll get a 

certificate and the name of our 

“twin”. More details about this 

charity at: 

https://www.toilettwinning.org/ 

Bookings 

Liz Barlow and Nigel Palmer 

manage the bookings. Nigel’s the 

main contact through January: 

email bookings to 

astonabbottsvillagehall@yahoo.co

m or ring him (01296 681152). 

If anyone is having difficulty in 

getting the tables in and out of the 

storeroom for regular events, 

please contact one of us and we’ll 

be happy to help. In particular, 

John Whyte (681685), Nigel 

Palmer (681152) and Peter 

Shorrock (681260) 

Caroline Lane – Aston Abbotts 

Village Hall trustees 

Aston Abbotts Village Hall 

Trustees group: Caroline Lane 

(Chair), Liz Hall (Secretary), Nigel 

Palmer (Treasurer), Liz Barlow, 

Peter Shorrock, John Whyte, Kevin 

Copping. 

Email: 

astonabbottsvillagehall@yahoo.co

m 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Chronicle Page 10 

 
 



 

 

Coffee morning Saturday 2 

February 10am-12pm 

Twin the village hall toilet! 

 

We have a lovely toilet in the 

village hall now, but 2.3 billion 

people don’t have access to one at 

all. Come to our coffee morning on 

Saturday 2 February and help us 

raise a minimum of £60 for the 

charity Toilet Twinning. 

Refreshments 

Quiz, stickers, info 

More details about this charity at: 

https://www.toilettwinning.org/ 

  

Caroline Lane – Aston Abbotts 

Village Hall trustees 

 The Chronicle Annual Advertising rates 

Full Page Inside  £90 

Half Page Inside £50 

Quarter Page £35 

One Offs Full  £20 

Half £15 

Quarter £10 

Seasonal short term ads also accepted at these rates 

Send copy and cheque payable to ‘The Chronicle’ to John Whyte 14 

Bricstock, Aston Abbotts Bucks HP224LP. 

Contribution Deadline Please remember that January Chronicle 

contributions must be with me by 24th January. 
editor@aachronicle.co.uk Many thanks. Ed. 
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Peter Pan Waterside Theatre Aylesbury 

It was that time of year, the 

Christmas panto arriving at the 

Waterside Theatre. This year’s 

production is the popular childhood 

classic  Peter Pan with a recognised 

cast, John Michie (Holby City) 

playing the baddie Captain Hook, the 

cheeky but funny Smee played by 

Andy Collins, along with Mrs Smee 

(La Voix), and Tinker Bell(Holly 

Atterton). 

The story revolves around Peter Pan 
who decided not to grow up and 
lives in the far away Neverland.  He 
meets three children Wendy, John 
and Michael who become friends, 
and takes them to Neverland on a 
magical adventure.  I guess you 
know the rest of the story as I don’t 
know who doesn’t lol. 

The cast provided an array of 
entertainment for the adults and 
mainly the children in the audience, 

giving them plenty of moments to 
shout out. I thought this worked 
well. The one liners were very 
predictable mainly done by Smee 
and some of the individual songs 
were sang very well. On the 
production side, the one thing that 
was impressive was the flying scenes 
with Peter Pan and Smee (Very 
hilarious), all done by a harness 
connected to a wiring mechanism. 
The appearances of the background 
sets looked believable and very 
creative, so all credit to the 
backstage crew who put all this 
together. 

A very fun evening and the perfect 
family show to get you in the festive 
mood. 

Next Years panto(2019) at the 
Waterside Theatre will be Disney's 
Beauty and the Beast.  
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 Book Club 

 

On 28th November the Book Club 
met at Kate’s house to discuss 
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely 
Fine by Gail Honeyman, which is a 
Debut Sunday Times Bestseller 
and Costa First Novel Book Award 
winner 2017. 

 

Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple 
life. She wears the same clothes to 
work every day, eats the same 
meal deal for lunch every day and 
buys the same two bottles of 
vodka to drink every weekend. 
Nothing is missing in her carefully 
timetabled life of avoiding social 

interactions, where weekends are 
punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, 
and phone chats with Mummy.  

But everything changes when 
Eleanor meets Raymond, the 
bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT 
guy from her office. When she and 
Raymond together save Sammy, 
an elderly gentleman who has 
fallen on the sidewalk, the three 
become the kinds of friends who 
rescue one another from the lives 
of isolation they have each been 
living. And it is Raymond’s big 
heart that ultimately helps Eleanor 
find the way to repair her own 
profoundly damaged one. 

We all agreed we had enjoyed 
reading the book, which shows 
how a simple act of kindness can 
overcome loneliness. Emotions 
ranged through poignant, sad and 
touching to laugh out loud funny. 
Eleanor is certainly a most unusual 
and thought-provoking heroine. 
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Aston Abbotts Good Samaritans Bingo 
Next Meeting - Thursday 14th February, 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

All welcome 
Donations totaling £1,446.50 were made in 2018 as follows: 

£111 Young Carers Bucks 

£213 Motor Neurone Disease Association 

£100 Sense 

£118 Stroke Association 

£303.50 Florence Nightingale Hospice 

£100 Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

£170 Parkinson’s UK 

£70 Thames Valley Air Ambulance 

£90 The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

£171 Vertebral Tethering Surgery for Phoebe Williment 

 A big thank you to all those who continue to show their support. 

Pam Dixon & Sondra Dickason 

 

 

Bookings@villagecarswaddesdon.net 

bookings@villagecarswaddesdon.net 
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January at the Royal Oak 
Roaring Fire, Great food, New Winter Menu, real ale and 

good company 7 days a week 01296 681262 

 

Sunday 6th January 7.30pm 
Big Cash Prize. Extra Prizes 
Free draw dinner for 2 
Hot Food available 

 

Thursday Evenings is Pie Night. 
Try our homemade winter 
warmers. 
Full menu also available 

 

Burns Night Supper Friday 
25th 7.30pm. Book only 

 

Seniors Wednesday Discount 
Lunch menu. 
2 Courses just £7.95 
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www.buckscommunitylibraries.org/wing/ 

@wing_library 

https://facebook.com/wing.community.library 

Please like and share our posts to advertise our events 

  

Books: Fiction, Crime, Teen, Non-fiction, Children’s, 

Large print, Audio 

Second-hand books and magazines for sale 

Internet, Photocopying, Printing, Laminating 

Displays 

Local information 

Craft sessions for children in school holidays 

Tea and coffee always available 

  

If you belong to any Buckinghamshire library you can borrow or return books in Wing. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Happy New Year 

To all our members and supporters 

  

The Library is about so much more than borrowing books – 

but that is our main business and how our success is judged. 

If you are not already a member, 

please consider making one of your New Year resolutions a pledge to join. 

Doing so will help us stay open for all those who know that 

reading can make you happier as well as wiser. 

Why not choose a book from your local library 

to keep you company on the long dark winter nights? 

*** 

    Lego Club - Friday 25 January 15:30 - 16:30  

  

The Library is run entirely by volunteers - please support us and our special events. 

Registered Charity Number 1151925 
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Services at 

Saint James Church - Aston Abbotts 

January 2019 

6th Jan. 6.00pm Evensong Revd. Philip 

Derbyshire 

 

13th Jan. 10.30am Parish Communion Revd. Peter Binns 

     

20th Jan. 9.30am Breakfast in the Village Hall followed by a short 

Service 

      

27th Jan. 10.30am Parish Communion Revd. Roger Hale 

    followed by Tea/Coffee & 

biscuits 

 

100 Club Draw December 2018 

1st prize, £50 Lisa Kavanagh 

2nd prize, £10 Reg Mayhew 
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 Church Matters 

     The diary of St. James’s 
  

The Christmas season started with 

the Christingle service on the 16th. 
It was wonderful to see so many 

children in Church with their faces 

lit up by candles and the prospect 

of sweets! Thanks to Colin for 

providing and decorating the tree 

and to Ro, Caroline and Ann for 

arranging the Christingles and the 

mulled wine and goodies after the 

service. Andy will put some of his 

pictures on the new notice board 

in the porch. The plate collection 

of £95 will be sent to the 

Children’s Society. 

  

This is a time of year when hear 

from friends and family and share 

their ups and downs of life. We 

should also remember those 

whose lives have been blighted by 

war, famine and other disasters 

during the past year. 

  

With our new kitchen in the base 

of the tower now operational we 

are offering tea or coffee and 

biscuits after the Service on 27th 
January to warm you before 

returning home for Sunday lunch. 

We plan to make this a regular 

monthly event through 2019. 

  

Thank you to all who have 

supported St. James’s Church and 

a Happy New Year to everyone. 

  

David Gray 
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Aston Abbotts Parish Council 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 5th 

December 2018 
·        Present: - Cllrs. Mrs K Curry (Chair), Cllr Glover (County), Cllr Cooper 

(District), Cllr Hardcastle,Cllr Higgs, Cllr Bayliss, Mr F Post (Clerk). No members of the 

public. 

Comments and Observations on correspondence circulated post last Council meeting 

·        The update on Unitary was duly noted 

·        Clarification required regarding the extension of devolved services and its 

application to the Parish 

 

District Council Matters 

Cllr Cooper highlighted the following: 

·        Unitary decision made which will result in a new Council for the County in 2020 

based on a 4 year election cycle. During transition there will be a Shadow cabinet with 

representation of all 5 existing councils 

·        Council will now incorporate 147 districts, albeit the number of councillors is still 

to be decided 

County Council Matters 

Cllr Glover highlighted the following: 

·        County Council’s consultation on home to school transport 

·        Fly tipping enforcement 

·        New process in the event of flooding 

Council Matters 

·        Update on traffic calming measures: Hatching has now been completed; working 

group to be established with Council representation to focus on initiatives for traffic 

calming; a Public meeting to discuss project provisionally 4th Feb 7.30 

Consideration to be given for establishing a voluntary Speedwatch team, sourcing a 

dedicated MVAS, survey for 40mph restriction, etc 

Cost of 30mph bin stickers still outstanding 

Gate Speed Signs proposed by LAF still outstanding 

·        Risk Assessment Review had been updated and circulated. The final draft was 

approved and will be posted on the website 

·        Draft copy for Help Planning leaflets will be circulated before next meeting 
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Finance/Accounts 

The following expenditure items were reviewed, noted and approved: 

Activity 

Total Cost Electricity (s/o) 37.80 Salary December 170.12 Expenses Training 60.08 

Expenses 181.96 Traffic Data 912.00 Dog Bin Service 222.01 Wreath 20.00 Site 

Maintenance 138.00 Totals 1941.97 

·        Cllrs Guy and Baylis would become cheque signatories 

·        The draft budget was then discussed in detail and various modifications made. 

Updated version to be circulated for final ratification in January meeting 

·        The level of precept was then discussed where all agreed that the 2019/2020 

precept ought to reflect a substantial increase to accommodate traffic calming 

measures. Final approval at next meeting 

Planning 

·        Applications 18/03736/ALB (Abbey) and 18/03310/ALB were discussed and in 

light of no petitioning from Parishioners and minor detail, the Clerk had been 

instructed to submit no objections to both 

·        The Terms of Reference for the Planning Committee have been published on 

website as part of standing orders 

·        Cllr Hardcastle also provided feedback on recent BALC training 

Recreation Ground 

·        Update on installation of new furniture at next meeting 

·        Quote for shed repairs still outstanding 

Items for the next meeting 

Budget and Precept 2019/2020.  Clerk’s remuneration.  Planning for Public Meeting. 

Leaf removal from Green.  Hedges review 

  

Date of next meeting  

22nd January 2019, 7.30pm , Village Hall 
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Handyman.  

Electrical, Plumbing, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors, Doors,  

Shelves, Tiling, Fitted wardrobes, Maintenance, Small 

Building Work. 

Anything considered. Free Estimates 

Chris Dowell (01296) 681109 

Friendly and Professional service. 
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Who’s Who when you need them.  

Important numbers 
Chair Parish Council Kate Curry 681137.  

Vice Chair Parish Council. Judy Hardcastle 688070 

Councillor & Rural Transport Colin Higgs681343 

Councillor Peter Shorrock 681260 

Councillor Phil’ Spooner 681544 

Councillor Simon Guy 681319 

Parish Council Clerk Frank Post 668206 

County Councillor Netta Glover 688357 

Fete Co-ordinator Ali Carstens 07825 751465 

Vicar Philip Derbyshire 01525240287 

Church Warden Caroline Abel-Smith 681001.  

Church Secretary Caroline Lane 681373 

100 Club Treasurer David Gray681952 

Bingo Pam Dixon 681626 

Quiz Night Pete Lucas 681387 

Book Club Sally Palmer 681152 

Chronicle Editor Pete Lucas  681387 

Chronicle Advertising Enquiries John Whyte

johnwhyte2311@gmail.com 

Chronicle Distribution Sally Palmer/Jill Wenble 681152/681877 

Village Hall Hire Liz Barlow 682605  

6.30 Club Andy Bystra 681690 

Gnomes Carol Spooner 681544 

Ladies Club Jackie Whyte 681624 

Rambling Club & Whist Drive Colin Higgs681343 

Baby & Toddler Group Kim Gayler681123 

Royal Oak Pub & Restaurant Teri Moult 681262 

Milkman Alan 07791885612 

Post office & shop Wingrave 682964 
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Community Services 
NHS Direct 24hr Advice 111 

Doctor Out of hours Surgeries 331511 

Stoke Mandeville Hospital 315000 

Police Non-Emergency 101  

Police Station Wing 01296 396163/4 

AVDC 01296 585858 

Bucks County Council 01296 395000 

Citizens Advice 08701264056 

MP John Bercow 714240 

Mobile Library 01280813229 

Refuse Collection 585510 

Anglian Water 385995 

Pre School Wingrave 681127 
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